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Select a representative fingerprint (FP) from a list of one or more FPs / 401
representing one or more data chunks of a batch. 400

v

Determine a FP representation (e.g., prefix) for each of the FPs in the list / 402
representing the respective FP but shorter than the respective FP.

'

Send the representative FP and the FP representations to a target / 403
storage system.

l

Receive from the target a bit vector indicating which of the FPs are / 404
missing and a first meta FP representing the FPs that exist in the target
(e.g., hash of existing FPs) .

v

Create a second meta FP based on the bit vector and compare with the / 405
first meta FP received from the target for confirmation.

'

Send the missing FPs if the first and second meta FPs match; otherwise |/ 406
send the entire full FPs to the target.

FIG. 4
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Receive representative fingerprint (FP) representing one or more FPs / 501
and FP representations of the one or more FPs received from a source
storage system.

l

Identify a container based on the representative FP and retrieve FPs of / 502
the identified container.

'

Determine whether the retrieved FPs include the FPs represented by the |/ 503
respective FP representations.

'

Send to the source a bit vector indicating which of the FPs are missing / 504
and a meta FP representing all the FPs found (e.g., hash of FPs found).

'

Receive from the source either the missing FPs if the meta FP is / 505
confirmed by the source or entire full FPs if it is not confirmed.

'

Determine which of the data chunks are missing based on the received | / 506
FPs.

500

FIG. 5
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1
METADATA OPTIMIZATION FOR
NETWORK REPLICATION USING
DIFFERENTIAL ENCODING

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is related to co-pending U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/786,270, entitled “Metadata Optimization
for Network Replication using Representative of Metadata
Batch,” filed Mar. 5, 2013, which is incorporated by reference
in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate generally to
data storage systems. More particularly, embodiments of the
invention relate to metadata optimization for network repli-
cation using differential encoding.

BACKGROUND

Replication is a critical feature for disaster recovery appli-
ances. There are numerous configurations where data are
transmitted across the network for disaster recovery pur-
poses: pairs of office protecting each other, satellite offices
transmitting to headquarters, and satellite offices transmitting
to relay stations that consolidate and then transmit to one or
more national data centers. Communication may occur over
low bandwidth links because customers are located in inhos-
pitable locations such as offshore or in forests. The goal for
disaster recovery purposes is to improve data compression
during replication so more data can be protected within a
backup window.

The challenge is to transfer all of the logical data (e.g., all
files within the retention period) while reducing the transmis-
sion as much as possible. Storage appliances achieve high
compression by transferring metadata that can reconstruct all
of the files based on strong fingerprints of data chunks fol-
lowed by the unique data chunks. Since there is often a large
amount of redundancy within backup data sets, even within
modified files, 10x or greater compression can be achieved by
only sending unique data chunks. A data chunk or simply
chunk is a partition of data used in the deduplication process.
Prior to storing a file in a storage, the file is segmented using
a chunking algorithm into multiple chunks and only the non-
duplicate chunks are stored. A fingerprint of a chunk is used
to represent or identify a chunk. A fingerprint of a chunk is
generated by hashing content of chunk using a hash function
such as SHA-1 or MDS5.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a conventional
method of data replication over a network. Referring to FIG.
1, typically, a source storage system transmits to a target
storage system a list of fingerprints presenting data chunks for
replication. A fingerprint may be generated by hashing at least
aportion of content of a data chunk. The target storage system
then determines which of the data chunks that have been
stored locally based on the fingerprints. The target storage
system then replies with a list of one or more fingerprints
representing one or more data chunks that are not stored
locally. The source storage system then transmits the missing
data chunks to the target storage accordingly. As the dedupli-
cation rate improves, the amount of data chunks transmitted
over the network can be reduced. However, a significant
amount of fingerprints (also referred to as metadata) may still
be transmitted over the network. Fingerprints become a larger
percentage of the data transmitted over the network.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the invention are illustrated by way of
example and not limitation in the figures of the accompanying
drawings in which like references indicate similar elements.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a method of a con-
ventional network replication.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a storage system
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are processing diagrams illustrating a
process of optimizing metadata for network replication
according to one embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 4is a flow diagram illustrating a method of optimizing
metadata for network replication according to one embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 51is a flow diagram illustrating a method of optimizing
metadata for network replication according to another
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a processing diagram illustrating a process of
optimizing metadata for network replication according to
another embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for optimiz-
ing metadata for network replication according to another
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for optimiz-
ing metadata for network replication according to another
embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a deduplicated stor-
age system according to one embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments and aspects of the inventions will be
described with reference to details discussed below, and the
accompanying drawings will illustrate the various embodi-
ments. The following description and drawings are illustra-
tive of the invention and are not to be construed as limiting the
invention. Numerous specific details are described to provide
a thorough understanding of various embodiments of the
present invention. However, in certain instances, well-known
or conventional details are not described in order to provide a
concise discussion of embodiments of the present inventions.

Reference in the specification to “one embodiment™ or “an
embodiment” means that a particular feature, structure, or
characteristic described in conjunction with the embodiment
can be included in at least one embodiment of the invention.
The appearances of the phrase “in one embodiment” in vari-
ous places in the specification do not necessarily all refer to
the same embodiment.

Techniques for optimizing transfer of metadata are
described herein. According to one embodiment, fingerprints
of a batch of data chunks are analyzed by a source storage
system to select a representative fingerprint amongst the fin-
gerprints of the batch according to predetermined selection
criteria. A batch consists of either a fixed or variable number
of consecutive chunks or fingerprints depending on the spe-
cific situations. The data chunks are to be replicated from the
source storage system to a target storage system. A fingerprint
representation (also referred to as short fingerprint or meta-
fingerprint) is generated for each of the fingerprints of the
batch, where a fingerprint representation is less or shorter
than the corresponding full fingerprint. The representative
fingerprint and the fingerprint representations are then trans-
mitted from the source storage system to the target storage
system, without having to transmit all of the full fingerprints
of the data chunks. The target storage system attempts to
recover full fingerprints as much as possible based on the
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representative fingerprint and the fingerprint representations.
If there is any fingerprint that is missing at the target storage
system, the target storage system transmits information, such
as a bitmask or bit vector, to the source storage system indi-
cating which of the fingerprints are missing. In addition, the
target may further optionally send a hash of the reconstructed
fingerprints back to the source for confirmation of the recon-
struction of the fingerprints. The source storage system then
transmits the missing fingerprints to the target storage system.
Based on all the fingerprints of the batch, the target storage
system determines which of the data chunks have been stored
in the target storage system and only the data chunks thathave
not been previously received at the target storage system are
needed to be transmitted from the source storage system. As
a result, an amount of fingerprints transmitted over a network
can be greatly reduced.

According to another embodiment, a source storage sys-
tem and/or a target storage system may maintain information
concerning previously transmitted and/or received batches at
the source and/or target storage systems, respectively. When
the source storage system is to replicate a first batch of one or
more data chunks to the target storage system, the source
storage system identifies a second batch based on one or more
fingerprints of the first batch or based on the corresponding
data chunks directly, where the second batch is similar to the
first batch and the second batch has been previously transmit-
ted to the target storage system. The source storage system
then determines a difference between the fingerprints of the
first batch and the second batch and encodes the difference
into differential encoding information. The differential
encoding information includes a batch identifier (ID) identi-
fying the previously transmitted second batch and one or
more fingerprints that are missing in the second batch. The
source storage system then transmits the differential encod-
ing information (without transmitting all of the full finger-
prints of the first batch) to the target storage system to allow
the target storage system to recover or reconstruct the finger-
prints of the first batch based on the second batch and the one
or more fingerprints carried within the differential encoding
information. Thereafter, the normal data chunk deduplication
process is performed. As a result, an amount of fingerprints
transmitted over a network can be greatly reduced. Note that
throughout this application, a fingerprint is utilized as an
example of metadata and a deduplicated storage system is
utilized as a storage system. However, it is not so limited; the
techniques described herein can also be applied to other meta-
data and other types of storage systems.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a storage system
according to one embodiment of the invention. Referring to
FIG. 2, system 100 includes, but is not limited to, one or more
client systems 101-102 communicatively coupled to storage
system 104 over network 103. Clients 101-102 may be any
type of clients such as a server, a personal computer (e.g.,
desktops, laptops, and tablets), a “thin” client, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a Web enabled appliance, a gaming
device, a media player, or a mobile phone (e.g., Smartphone),
etc. Network 103 may be any type of networks such as a local
area network (LAN), a wide area network (WAN) such as
Internet, or a combination thereof. Clients 101-102 may rep-
resent a source storage system having a replication or backup
client software such as replication client 105 to replicate data
from the source storage system to a target storage system such
as storage system 104.

Storage system 104 may include any type of server or
cluster of servers. For example, storage system 104 may be a
storage server used for any of various different purposes, such
as to provide multiple users with access to shared data and/or
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4

to back up mission critical data. In one embodiment, storage
system 104 includes, but is not limited to, replication or
backup engine 106, deduplication storage engine 107, and
one or more storage units 108-109 communicatively coupled
to each other. Storage units 108-109 may be implemented
locally (e.g., single node operating environment) or remotely
(e.g., multi-node operating environment) via interconnect
120, which may be a bus and/or a network. Storage system
104 may be target storage system to received data replicated
or backed up from a client storage system such as storage
systems 101-102.

In response to a data file to be stored (e.g., backed up or
replicated) in storage units 108-109, deduplication storage
engine 107 is configured to segment the data file into multiple
chunks (also referred to as segments) according to a variety of
segmentation policies or rules. Deduplication storage engine
107 may choose not to store a chunk in a storage unit if the
chunk has been previously stored in the storage unit. In the
event that deduplication storage engine 107 chooses not to
store the chunk in the storage unit, it stores metadata enabling
the reconstruction of the file using the previously stored
chunk. As a result, chunks of data files are stored in a dedu-
plicated manner, either within each of storage units 108-109
or across at least some of storage units 108-109. The meta-
data, such as metadata 110-111, may be stored in at least some
of storage units 108-109, such that files can be accessed
independent of another storage unit. Metadata of each storage
unitincludes enough information to provide access to the files
it contains. Replication engine 106 and deduplication storage
engine 107 may be implemented as an integrated unit or
component.

According to one embodiment, as an example of a source
storage system, when client 101 is configured to replicate a
batch of data chunks to storage system 104 as a target, repli-
cation client 105 analyzes fingerprints of the batch of data
chunks to select a representative fingerprint amongst the fin-
gerprints of the batch according to predetermined selection
criteria. Replication client 105 generates a fingerprint repre-
sentation for each of the fingerprints of the batch, where a
fingerprint representation is less or shorter than the corre-
sponding full fingerprint. The representative fingerprint and
the fingerprint representations are then transmitted from cli-
ent 101 to storage system 104, without having to transmit all
of'the full fingerprints of the data chunks. The storage system
104 attempts to recover full fingerprints as much as possible
based on the representative fingerprint and the fingerprint
representations. In addition, the target may further optionally
send a hash of the reconstructed fingerprints back to the
source for confirmation of the reconstruction of the finger-
prints. If there is any fingerprint that is missing at storage
system 104, storage system 104 transmits information, such
as a bitmask or bit vector, to client 101 indicating which ofthe
fingerprints are missing. Client 101 then transmits the miss-
ing fingerprints to storage system 104. Based on all the fin-
gerprints of the batch, storage system 104 determines which
of'the data chunks have been stored in storage system 104 and
only the data chunks that have not been previously received at
storage system 104 are needed to be transmitted from client
101. As a result, an amount of fingerprints transmitted over a
network can be greatly reduced.

According to another embodiment, client 101 and/or stor-
age system 104 may maintain information concerning previ-
ously transmitted and/or received batches at client 101 and/or
storage system 104, respectively. When client 101 is to rep-
licate a first batch of one or more data chunks to storage
system 104, client 101 identifies a second batch based on one
or more fingerprints of the first batch, where the second batch
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is similar to the first batch and the second batch has been
previously transmitted to storage system 104. Note that one or
more batches previously transferred to storage system 104
can be identified and used for difference encoding. It does not
have to be limited to one batch. Client 101 then determines a
difference between the fingerprints of the first batch and the
second batch and encodes the difference into differential
encoding information. The differential encoding information
includes a batch identifier (ID) identifying the previously
transmitted second batch and one or more fingerprints that are
missing in the second batch. The source storage system then
transmits the differential encoding information (without
transmitting all of the full fingerprints of the first batch) to
storage system 104 to allow storage system 104 to recover or
reconstruct the fingerprints of the first batch based on the
second batch and the one or more fingerprints carried within
the differential encoding information. Thereafter, the normal
data chunk deduplication process is performed. As aresult, an
amount of fingerprints transmitted over a network can be
greatly reduced.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are processing diagrams illustrating a
process of optimizing metadata for network replication
according to one embodiment of the invention. Referring to
FIG. 3A, source 101 can represent any of clients 101-102 of
FIG. 2 while target 104 can represent storage system 104 of
FIG. 2. When a batch or group of data chunks, which may be
part of data chunks 304 stored in one or more containers 301
of source 101, is to be replicated from source 101 to target
104, fingerprints 306 of the data chunks of the batch are
identified via transaction 305, where fingerprints 306 may be
identified and retrieved from fingerprints 303 stored in con-
tainer(s) 301.

A batch may represent one or more data chunks. A batch
can be created to present a fixed numbers of data chunks (e.g.,
128, 256, etc.). A batch can also be created to represent a fixed
amount of data in bytes (e.g., 1 MB, 4 MB, etc.). A batch can
also represent a variable number of data chunks that are
determined based on a content-defined manner, for example,
where the chunk boundaries are determined based on some
anchoring techniques.

In this example, fingerprints 306 include five fingerprints
representing five data chunks: 1AB, 2BC, 3CD, 4DE, and
SEF. At transaction 307, processing logic selects one of the
fingerprints 306 as a representative fingerprint (e.g., a full
fingerprint) according to predetermined selection criteria. For
example, a fingerprint may be selected as a representative
fingerprint if it has been previously sent to the target and if at
least a portion of the fingerprint matches a predetermined
pattern (e.g., bit pattern). Alternatively, a fingerprint may be
selected as a representative fingerprint if it is the lowest or
highest fingerprint amongst fingerprints 306. Furthermore, a
fingerprint may be selected as a representative fingerprint if it
is the first or last overall in the list amongst fingerprints 306
representing the batch. Other criteria may also be utilized. For
the purpose of illustration, it is assumed that fingerprint 3CD
is selected as a representative fingerprint.

According to one embodiment, for each of the fingerprints,
a fingerprint representation, also referred to as a short or
partial fingerprint, is created based on the corresponding full
fingerprint. A fingerprint representation includes only a por-
tion of the corresponding full fingerprint, such as, for
example, a prefix of the corresponding fingerprint. In this
example, fingerprint information 308 is created including
representative fingerprint 3CD and five fingerprint represen-
tations “1,”*“2,”*3,” “4,” and “5.” In this example, fingerprint
representation “1” is part of fingerprint 1 AB; fingerprint rep-
resentation “2” is part of fingerprint 2BC; fingerprint repre-
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sentation “3” is part of fingerprint 3CD; fingerprint represen-
tation “4” is part of fingerprint 4DE; and fingerprint
representation “5” is part of fingerprint SEF. Fingerprint
information is then transmitted via transaction 309 to target
104.

Inresponse to fingerprint information 308, target 104 looks
up based on representative fingerprint (e.g., 3CD) to identify
via transaction 310 one of the containers 302 associated with
target 104. In one embodiment, processing logic may perform
a lookup in a fingerprint-to-container (FP/container) index to
locate a container identifier (ID) based on the representative
fingerprint received from source 101. In one embodiment, the
processing logic may apply a bloom filter to the representa-
tive fingerprint to identify one of the containers 302. A Bloom
filter is a space-efficient probabilistic data structure that is
used to test whether an element is a member of a set. False
positive retrieval results are possible, but false negatives are
not; i.e. a query returns either “inside set (may be wrong)” or
“definitely not in set”. Elements can be added to the set, but
not removed (though this can be addressed with a counting
filter). The more elements that are added to the set, the larger
the probability of false positives.

Referring back to FIG. 3A, once the container has been
identified and located, processing logic loads, via transaction
313, at least a portion of fingerprints (which are part of fin-
gerprints 311) associated with the identified container into
cache 314 as part of fingerprints 315. Based on fingerprints
315, processing logic performs a search based on the finger-
print representations (e.g., short fingerprints) to determine
whether the corresponding full fingerprints are found in fin-
gerprints 315, for example, by matching the fingerprint rep-
resentations with the cached full fingerprints. As described
above, a fingerprint representation includes a portion of the
corresponding full fingerprint. For example, a fingerprint rep-
resentation may be a prefix (e.g., 3-5 bytes) of the correspond-
ing full fingerprint (e.g., 20 bytes). Longer prefixes used as
fingerprint representation can lead to a more accurate match-
ing result, but it would require more bandwidth. Shorter pre-
fixes as fingerprint representations can reduce the bandwidth
requirement, but it may increase chances of collision (e.g.,
false matching). In one embodiment, a representative finger-
print is selected in a manner such that the rest of the finger-
prints in the batch may more likely be stored in the same
container as the representative fingerprint.

In one embodiment, processing logic generates a bit vector
or bitmask having multiple bits each representing one of the
fingerprints represented by fingerprint information 308. A
logical bit value of each bit indicates whether the correspond-
ing fingerprint has been found in target 104. For example, a
logical value of one or TRUE indicates that the corresponding
fingerprint has been previously received by target 104, and a
logical value of zero or FALSE indicates that the correspond-
ing fingerprint has not been found by target 104. In this
example, it is assumed fingerprint 4DE has not been found in
fingerprints 315 based on the fingerprint representation “4”
while the rest of the fingerprints 1 AB, 2BC,3CD, and SEF are
found. As aresult, target 104 generates bitmask 316 having a
bit pattern of “11101” in which the logical value of zero at the
fourth bit location from the left indicates that fingerprint 4DE
is absent at target 104.

In addition, target 104 generates fingerprint confirmation
value 317 based on the fingerprints that are found from
cached fingerprints 315. In one embodiment, the fingerprint
confirmation value is generated by hashing the found finger-
prints, in this example, hash of “1AB2BC3CDSEF” (except
the missing fingerprint 4DE). The order of the combined
fingerprint corresponds to the bit order of the bitmask, which
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also corresponds to the fingerprint order represented by fin-
gerprint information 308 received from source 101. Note that
the matching of fingerprint representations and the actual
fingerprints can only indicate that it is more likely than not
that the matched fingerprints are the same fingerprints in
source 101 represented by the fingerprint representations. It is
also possible that there is a collision on a fingerprint repre-
sentation in which multiple fingerprints match the same fin-
gerprint representation, since the fingerprint representation is
generated based on only a portion of a full fingerprint. The
fingerprint confirmation value can optionally be used by the
source 101 to confirm whether the matched fingerprints are
indeed the same fingerprints represented by the fingerprint
representations.

According to another embodiment, when target 104
receives fingerprint information 308 from source 101 via
transaction 309, instead of directly looking up containers 302
via transaction 310, target 104 performs a lookup via trans-
action 318 at cache 314 to determine whether the fingerprints
represented by the fingerprint representations are currently
cached in cache 314. If no matched fingerprints are found in
cache 314, target 104 then performs a lookup in containers
302 via transaction 319. In one embodiment, target 104 may
selectively (e.g., alternately) performing lookups via path 310
or paths 318-319.

Referring now to FIG. 3B, target 104 transmits the finger-
print confirmation information to source 101 via transaction
320, where the confirmation information includes bitmask
316 and confirmation value 317. In response at transaction
321, based on bitmask 316, source 101 reconstruct a local
confirmation value using the fingerprints stored locally (e.g.,
fingerprints 306 of FIG. 3A). Source 101 can reconstruct the
fingerprints because it knows which of the fingerprints and
the order of the fingerprints bitmask 316 represents since they
match the order of fingerprints 306 source 101 originally sent.
The locally generated confirmation value is then compared
with the confirmation value 317 received from target to deter-
mine whether target possesses the fingerprints represented by
bitmask 316. If both confirmation values match, it means that
target indeed has the fingerprints represented by bitmask 316,
in which case, source 101 sends only the missing fingerprints
to target 104 via transaction 322. If the confirmation values do
not match, it means that it cannot confirm that target 104 has
the exact fingerprints, in which case, source 101 sends the
entire fingerprints over. Based on all of the fingerprints, target
104 determines which of the data chunks are missing and
optionally sends information identifying the missing data
chunks to source 101 via transaction 323. The information
could be the fingerprints of the missing data chunks or a bit
vector representing the missing data chunks (since source
knows the order of the bits in the vector). Source 101 then
sends the missing data chunks over via transaction 324.

FIG. 41is a flow diagram illustrating a method of optimizing
metadata for network replication according to one embodi-
ment of the invention. Method 400 may be performed by
source 101 of FIGS. 3A and 3B, which may include process-
ing logic in software, hardware, or a combination thereof.
Referring to FIG. 4, at block 401, processing logic selects a
representative fingerprint from a list of one or more finger-
prints representing one or more data chunks of a batch or
group. At block 402, for each of the fingerprints, processing
logic determines a fingerprint representation (e.g., prefix) for
representing the corresponding fingerprint, but less or shorter
than the corresponding fingerprint. At block 403, processing
logic sends fingerprint information having the representative
fingerprint and the fingerprint representations to a target over
a network, without having to send all full fingerprints to the
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target except the representative fingerprint. The target may
recover the full fingerprints from the fingerprint representa-
tions as described above. At block 404, the source receives
from the target a bitmask or bit vector indicating which ofthe
fingerprints missing at the target and a first meta fingerprint
(e.g., afingerprint of fingerprints) representing the fingerprint
(s) that the target currently has. The first meta fingerprint may
be a hash of the fingerprints (e.g., a hash of concatenated
fingerprints) currently possessed by the target. At block 405,
based on the bitmask, the source creates a second meta fin-
gerprint and compares the second meta fingerprint with the
first meta fingerprint received from the target. If they match,
at block 406, the source sends only the missing full finger-
prints to the target; otherwise, it sends all full fingerprints to
the target.

FIG. 51is a flow diagram illustrating a method of optimizing
metadata for network replication according to one embodi-
ment of the invention. Method 500 may be performed by
target 104 of FIGS. 3A and 3B, which may include processing
logic in software, hardware, or a combination thereof. Refer-
ring to FIG. 5, at block 501, processing logic receives a
representative fingerprint and fingerprint representations rep-
resenting one or more fingerprints of one or more data chunks
from a source storage system for data replication. At block
502, based on the representative fingerprint, processing logic
identifies a storage location and retrieves metadata (e.g., fin-
gerprints) from the storage location representing data chunks
stored therein. In one embodiment, the storage location may
be storage container storing data chunks (e.g., deduplicated
data chunks). The fingerprints may then be loaded in a
memory of the target such as a cache memory. At block 503,
processing logic searches the fingerprints retrieved from the
storage location based on the fingerprint representations
received from the source to determine whether any of the
fingerprints represented by the fingerprint representations
exist in the target. At block 504, processing logic sends source
a bit vector indicating which of the fingerprints are missing
(or exist) at the target and a meta fingerprint representing all
of' the fingerprints found in the target. The meta fingerprint is
used by the source to confirm whether the target indeed has
the fingerprints the target thought it has. At block 505, pro-
cessing logic receives from the source either the missing
fingerprints if the meta fingerprint has been confirmed by the
source, or entire full fingerprints if the meta fingerprint cannot
be confirmed by the source. At block 506, processing logic
then determine which of the data chunks are missing based on
the full fingerprints and may request the source to send over
the missing data chunk(s) if there is any.

According another embodiment, the source and/or target
keeps track of the fingerprints and/or data chunks of batches
or groups that have been transmitted and/or received with
each other. When a new batch is to be replicated from a source
to a target, instead of sending the fingerprints again to the
target, the source may send information identifying a previ-
ously sent batch and differential encoding information repre-
senting the difference between fingerprints of the current
batch and the previous batch, where the target is to reconstruct
the fingerprints of the current batch based on the previous
batch. As a result, the amount of fingerprints transmitted over
the network can be greatly reduced.

FIG. 6 is a processing diagram illustrating a process of
optimizing metadata for network replication according to
another embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 6,
when source 101 is to replicate a batch or group of data
chunks to target 104, source 101 identifies via transaction 601
fingerprints 602 of the batch (e.g., a first batch). A batch may
represent one or more data chunks of a file or a directory of
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one or more files (e.g., backup or archive file). Using the
example described above, fingerprints 602 includes 1AB,
2BC, 3CD, 4DE, and 5EF. Based on fingerprints 602, source
101 identifies via transaction 603 a similar batch that has been
previously transmitted to target 104. In one embodiment,
source 101 maintains a similarity index 604 that stores infor-
mation referencing to a batch that may be similar to another
batch based on certain signature or pattern of one or more
fingerprints.

The source may maintain multiple versions of a given file
(e.g., backups, snapshots, archives, etc.). A previous version
may have a similar batch. A similar batch may be at the same
offset in the previous version. Because the additions and
deletions, the similar batch may be at a different position. A
similar batch can be identified by a variety of techniques such
as creating an index of sampled metadata such as fingerprints
and checking that index. Additions and deletions may have
been tracked when they look place so offsets for similar
batches can be calculated.

According to one embodiment, without assuming a previ-
ous batch holds the most similar fingerprints, a similar batch
can be identified through a similarity index covering the
entire storage system. A representative fingerprint can be
used to represent a batch, which may be selected based on
criteria as described above. A sketch may also be created to
represent a batch, where a sketch may be created based on
selected one or more fingerprints and applying a function to
those selected fingerprints. Further, instead of representing
each batch in the index, each file could be represented in the
index and similar batches can be found within that file.

In one embodiment, processing logic select one of the
fingerprints 602 as a representative fingerprint, such as, for
example, fingerprint 3CD as described above. Based on the
representative fingerprint, processing logic performs a
lookup in similarity index 604 which is indexed based on
fingerprints. Based on the representative fingerprint, process-
ing logic identifies a batch ID representing one of the previ-
ously transmitted batches 605. The fingerprints of the identi-
fied batch (e.g., a second batch) are then identified and
retrieved via transaction 604, in this example, fingerprints
607. Based on fingerprints 602 of the current batch and fin-
gerprints 607 of the previous batch (also referred to as a base
batch), processing logic performs a differential encoding
operation via transaction 608 to generate differential encod-
ing information 609.

Alternatively, processing logic may construct a sketch of
the fingerprints, for example, by performing a predetermined
mathematical function or hash function on the fingerprints of
the current batch. Based on the fingerprint sketch, processing
logic performs alookup in the similarity index that is indexed
based on the sketches.

In this example, all fingerprints between fingerprints 602
and fingerprints 607 are identical except the fourth fingerprint
from the left (e.g., 4DE of batch A vs. 4YZ of batch B).
Differential encoding information 609 includes a batch ID
611 identifying a previously transmitted batch (in this
example, batch B), a bit vector 612 indicating which of the
fingerprints that have been previously transmitted to target
104, and actual fingerprint(s) 613 that has not been transmit-
ted to target 104 and indicated in bit vector 612. Differential
encoding information 609 is then transmitted via transaction
614 to target 104. If a similar batch is not found, then the
standard batch of full fingerprints is sent. Alternative differ-
ential encodings are possible. In one embodiment, when most
of the fingerprints match between batches A and B, it may
create a network savings for a different data structure to be
used such that the encoding lists the offsets of the missing
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fingerprints instead of using a bit vector that indicates both
present and missing fingerprints. In this example, the alterna-
tive encoding would be (B, 4, and 4DE) indicating batch B is
the base, the fourth fingerprint is missing, and the missing
fingerprint is 4DE. In another embodiment, if a differential
encoding is found not to be smaller than sending the standard
batch of fingerprints, the transfer technique may send the
standard batch of fingerprints.

Inresponse, target 104 decodes differential encoding infor-
mation 609 and locates via transaction 615 batch B from the
previously received batches 616 based on batch ID 611. The
fingerprints of batch B are then loaded into a memory such as
cache 618. The fingerprints of batch B indicated by bit vector
612 and fingerprint(s) 613 are then used to reconstruct the
fingerprints of batch A. Alternatively, in response to informa-
tion 609, target 104 may check whether the fingerprints of
batch B have already been loaded in cache 618 via transaction
621. If not, target 104 then accesses the previously received
batches 616 on disk via transaction 622. Target 104 then
determines via transaction 619 any of the data chunks are
missing at target 104. If there is any missing data chunks,
target 104 sends the information indicating which of the data
chunks are missing via transaction 620. The information
could be just a bit vector indicating the missing data chunks or
the list of missing full fingerprints. Thereafter, source 101
sends the missing data chunks as described above.

A batch may be a segment within a particular file. In one
embodiment, batch ID 611 may include information identi-
fying that file such as a filename, a location within the file
such as an offset, and a size of the batch, etc. Alternatively, the
batch ID may include information identifying a container and
offset, if source 101 and target 104 are known to have exactly
matching containers. Batches can also be referenced based on
an index from key to batch that exists on both source 101 and
target 104, where a key could be a selected fingerprint.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for optimiz-
ing metadata for network replication according to another
embodiment of the invention. Method 800 may be performed
by source 101 of FIG. 6, which may include processing logic
in software, hardware, or a combination thereof. Referring to
FIG. 7, at block 801, processing logic receives a list of one or
more fingerprints representing one or more data chunks of a
first batch (e.g., current batch) to be replicated from a source
to a target over a network. The data chunks may represent at
least a portion of a file or a directory of one or more files. The
data chunks may be deduplicated data chunks. At block 802,
processing logic determines a second batch that is similar to
the first batch and has been previously transmitted to the
target. Atblock 803, processing logic sends information to the
target identifying the second batch and a difference of finger-
prints between the first batch and the second batch, without
sending all full fingerprints of the first or second batch. The
information includes a batch identifier identifying the second
batch, a bit vector indicating which of the fingerprints that the
second batch is missing, and the actual missing fingerprint(s).
The information is used by the target to reconstruct or recover
the fingerprints of the first batch based on the second batch’s
fingerprints and the difference between the fingerprints of two
batches. At block 804, in response to receiving information
received from target indicating one or more missing data
chunks at the target, processing logic sends the missing data
chunks to the target for replication.

FIG. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating a method for optimiz-
ing metadata for network replication according to another
embodiment of the invention. Method 900 may be performed
by target 104 of FIG. 6, which may include processing logic
in software, hardware, or a combination thereof. Referring to
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FIG. 8, at block 901, processing logic receives from a source
information concerning a first batch of data chunks to be
replicated to a target, where the information identifies a sec-
ond batch that was previously received and a difference
between fingerprints of the first batch and the second batch.
For example, the information may include a batch identifier
identifying the second batch, a bit vector indicating which of
the fingerprints that may be missing from the second batch,
and the actual missing fingerprint(s). At block 902, process-
ing logic locates the second batch and retrieves the finger-
prints of the second batch. It then reconstructs the fingerprints
of'the first batch using the fingerprints of the second batch and
the missing fingerprints sent from the source. At block 903,
processing logic determines any data chunks that are missing
atthe target. At block 904, processing logic sends information
to the source identifying which of the data chunks are miss-
ing. At block 905, processing logic receives the missing data
chunks from the source.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a deduplication stor-
age system according to one embodiment of the invention.
For example, deduplication storage system 1000 may be
implemented as part of a deduplication storage system as
described above, such as source or target storage system of
FIG. 1. In one embodiment, storage system 1000 may repre-
sent a file server (e.g., an appliance used to provide network
attached storage (NAS) capability), a block-based storage
server (e.g., used to provide SAN capability), a unified stor-
age device (e.g., one which combines NAS and SAN capa-
bilities), a nearline storage device, a direct attached storage
(DAS) device, a tape backup device, or essentially any other
type of data storage device. Storage system 1000 may have a
distributed architecture, or all of its components may be inte-
grated into a single unit. Storage system 1000 may be imple-
mented as part of an archive and/or backup system such as a
deduplicating storage system available from EMC® Corpo-
ration of Hopkinton, Mass.

In one embodiment, storage system 1000 includes a dedu-
plication engine 1001 interfacing one or more clients 1014
with one or more storage units 1010 storing metadata 1016
and data objects 1018. Clients 1014 may be any kinds of
clients such as a client application or backup software located
locally or remotely over a network. A network may be any
type of networks such as a local area network (LAN), a wide
area network (WAN) such as the Internet, a corporate intranet,
a metropolitan area network (MAN), a storage area network
(SAN), a bus, or a combination thereof, wired and/or wire-
less.

Storage units 1010 may be implemented locally (e.g.,
single node operating environment) or remotely (e.g., multi-
node operating environment) via an interconnect, which may
be a bus and/or a network. In one embodiment, one of storage
units 1010 operates as an active storage to receive and store
external or fresh user data, while the another one of storage
units 1010 operates as a target storage unit to periodically
archive data from the active storage unit according to an
archiving policy or scheme. Storage units 1010 may be, for
example, conventional magnetic disks, optical disks such as
CD-ROM or DVD based storage, magnetic tape storage,
magneto-optical (MO) storage media, solid state disks, flash
memory based devices, or any other type of non-volatile
storage devices suitable for storing large volumes of data.
Storage units 108-109 may also be combinations of such
devices. In the case of disk storage media, the storage units
1010 may be organized into one or more volumes of Redun-
dant Array of Inexpensive Disks (RAID). Data stored in the
storage units may be stored in a compressed form (e.g., loss-
less compression: Huffman coding, Lempel-Ziv Welch cod-
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ing; delta encoding: a reference to a chunk plus a difference;
etc.). In one embodiment, different storage units may use
different compression methods (e.g., main or active storage
unit from other storage units, one storage unit from another
storage unit, etc.).

The metadata, such as metadata 1016, may be stored in at
least some of storage units 1010, such that files can be
accessed independent of another storage unit. Metadata of
each storage unit includes enough information to provide
access to the files it contains. In one embodiment, metadata
may include fingerprints contained within data objects 1018,
where a data object may represent a data chunk, a compres-
sion region (CR) of data chunks, or a container of one or more
CRs. Fingerprints are mapped to a particular data object via
metadata 1016, enabling the system to identify the location of
the data object containing a chunk represented by a particular
fingerprint. When an active storage unit fails, metadata con-
tained in another storage unit may be utilized to recover the
active storage unit. When one storage unit is unavailable (e.g.,
the storage unit has failed, or is being upgraded, etc.), the
system remains up to provide access to any file not stored in
the failed storage unit. When a file is deleted, the metadata
associated with the files in the system is updated to reflect that
the file has been deleted.

In one embodiment, the metadata information includes a
file name, a storage unit where the chunks associated with the
file name are stored, reconstruction information for the file
using the chunks, and any other appropriate metadata infor-
mation. In one embodiment, a copy of the metadata is stored
on a storage unit for files stored on a storage unit so that files
that are stored on the storage unit can be accessed using only
the information stored on the storage unit. In one embodi-
ment, a main set of metadata information can be recon-
structed by using information of other storage units associ-
ated with the storage system in the event that the main
metadata is lost, corrupted, damaged, etc. Metadata for a
storage unit can be reconstructed using metadata information
stored on a main storage unit or other storage unit (e.g.,
replica storage unit). Metadata information further includes
index information (e.g., location information for chunks in
storage units, identifying specific data objects).

In one embodiment, deduplication storage engine 1001
includes file service interface 1002, segmenter 1004, dupli-
cate eliminator 1006, file system control 1008, and storage
unit interface 1012. Deduplication storage engine 1001
receives afile or files (or data item(s)) via file service interface
1002, which may be part of a file system namespace of a file
system associated with the deduplication storage engine
1001. The file system namespace refers to the way files are
identified and organized in the system. An example is to
organize the files hierarchically into directories or folders.
File service interface 1012 supports a variety of protocols,
including a network file system (NFS), a common Internet file
system (CIFS), and a virtual tape library interface (VTL), etc.

The file(s) is/are processed by segmenter 1004 and file
system control 1008. Segmenter 1004 breaks the file(s) into
variable-length chunks based on a variety of rules or consid-
erations. For example, the file(s) may be broken into chunks
by identifying chunk boundaries using a content-based tech-
nique (e.g., a function is calculated at various locations of a
file, when the function is equal to a value or when the value is
a minimum, a maximum, or other value relative to other
function values calculated for the file), a non-content-based
technique (e.g., based on size of the chunk), or any other
appropriate technique. In one embodiment, a chunk is
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restricted to a minimum and/or maximum length, to a mini-
mum or maximum number of chunks per file, or any other
appropriate limitation.

In one embodiment, file system control 1008 processes
information to indicate the chunk(s) association with a file. In
some embodiments, a list of fingerprints is used to indicate
chunk(s) associated with a file. File system control 1008
passes chunk association information (e.g., representative
data such as a fingerprint) to an index (not shown). The index
is used to locate stored chunks in storage units 1010 via
storage unit interface 1012. Duplicate eliminator 1006 iden-
tifies whether a newly received chunk has already been stored
in storage units 1010. In the event that a chunk has already
been stored in storage unit(s), a reference to the previously
stored chunk is stored, for example, in a chunk tree associated
with the file, instead of storing the newly received chunk. A
chunk tree of a file may include one or more nodes and each
node represents or references one of the deduplicated chunks
stored in storage units 1010 that make up the file. Chunks are
then packed by a container manager (not shown) into one or
more storage containers stored in storage units 1010. The
deduplicated chunks may be further compressed using a
variation of compression algorithms, such as a Lempel-Ziv
algorithm before being stored.

When a file is to be retrieved, file service interface 1002 is
configured to communicate with file system control 1008 to
identify appropriate chunks stored in storage units 1010 via
storage unit interface 1012. Storage unit interface 1012 may
be implemented as part of a container manager. File system
control 1008 communicates with an index (not shown) to
locate appropriate chunks stored in storage units via storage
unitinterface 1012. Appropriate chunks are retrieved from the
associated containers via the container manager and are used
to construct the requested file. The file is provided via inter-
face 1002 in response to the request. In one embodiment, file
system control 1008 utilizes a tree (e.g., a chunk tree) of
content-based identifiers (e.g., fingerprints) to associate a file
with data chunks and their locations in storage unit(s). In the
event that a chunk associated with a given file or file changes,
the content-based identifiers will change and the changes will
ripple from the bottom to the top of the tree associated with
the file efficiently since the appropriate content-based identi-
fiers are easily identified using the tree structure. Note that
some or all of the components as shown as part of deduplica-
tion engine 1001 may be implemented in software, hardware,
or a combination thereof. For example, deduplication engine
1001 may be implemented in a form of executable instruc-
tions that can be stored in a machine-readable storage
medium, where the instructions can be executed in a memory
by a processor.

In one embodiment, storage system 1000 may be used as a
tier of storage in a storage hierarchy that comprises other tiers
of'storage. One or more tiers of storage in this hierarchy may
utilize different kinds of storage devices and/or may be opti-
mized for different characteristics such as random update
performance. Files are periodically moved among the tiers
based on data management policies to achieve a cost-effective
match to the current storage requirements of the files. For
example, a file may initially be stored in a tier of storage that
offers high performance for reads and writes. As the file ages,
it may be moved into a tier of storage according to one
embodiment of the invention. In various embodiments, tiers
include different storage technologies (e.g., tape, hard drives,
semiconductor-based memories, optical drives, etc.), differ-
ent locations (e.g., local computer storage, local network
storage, remote network storage, distributed storage, cloud
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storage, archive storage, vault storage, etc.), or any other
appropriate storage for a tiered data storage system.

Some portions of the preceding detailed descriptions have
been presented in terms of algorithms and symbolic repre-
sentations of operations on data bits within a computer
memory. These algorithmic descriptions and representations
are the ways used by those skilled in the data processing arts
to most effectively convey the substance of their work to
others skilled in the art. An algorithm is here, and generally,
conceived to be a self-consistent sequence of operations lead-
ing to a desired result. The operations are those requiring
physical manipulations of physical quantities.

It should be borne in mind, however, that all of these and
similar terms are to be associated with the appropriate physi-
cal quantities and are merely convenient labels applied to
these quantities. Unless specifically stated otherwise as
apparent from the above discussion, it is appreciated that
throughout the description, discussions utilizing terms such
as those set forth in the claims below, refer to the action and
processes of a computer system, or similar electronic com-
puting device, that manipulates and transforms data repre-
sented as physical (electronic) quantities within the computer
system’s registers and memories into other data similarly
represented as physical quantities within the computer sys-
tem memories or registers or other such information storage,
transmission or display devices.

Embodiments of the invention also relate to an apparatus
for performing the operations herein. Such a computer pro-
gram is stored in a non-transitory computer readable medium.
A machine-readable medium includes any mechanism for
storing information in a form readable by a machine (e.g., a
computer). For example, a machine-readable (e.g., computer-
readable) medium includes a machine (e.g., a computer) read-
able storage medium (e.g., read only memory (“ROM”), ran-
dom access memory (“RAM”), magnetic disk storage media,
optical storage media, flash memory devices).

The processes or methods depicted in the preceding figures
may be performed by processing logic that comprises hard-
ware (e.g. circuitry, dedicated logic, etc.), software (e.g.,
embodied on a non-transitory computer readable medium), or
acombination of both. Although the processes or methods are
described above in terms of some sequential operations, it
should be appreciated that some of the operations described
may be performed in a different order. Moreover, some opera-
tions may be performed in parallel rather than sequentially.

Embodiments of the present invention are not described
with reference to any particular programming language. It
will be appreciated that a variety of programming languages
may be used to implement the teachings of embodiments of
the invention as described herein.

In the foregoing specification, embodiments of the inven-
tion have been described with reference to specific exemplary
embodiments thereof. It will be evident that various modifi-
cations may be made thereto without departing from the
broader spirit and scope of the invention as set forth in the
following claims. The specification and drawings are, accord-
ingly, to be regarded in an illustrative sense rather than a
restrictive sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for replicating data
from a source storage system to a target storage system over
a network, the method comprising:

in response to a list of a plurality of data chunks of a first

batch for replication from the source storage system to
the target storage system over the network, generating a
list of a plurality of fingerprints each corresponding to
one of the plurality of data chunks;



US 9,110,964 B1

15
identifying a second batch of a plurality of data chunks that
have been previously transmitted to the target storage
system based on at least a portion of the fingerprints of
the first batch;

generating differential encoding information representing

a difference between fingerprints of the first batch and
fingerprints of the second batch, the differential encod-
ing information including a batch identifier (ID) identi-
fying the second batch and one or more fingerprints of
the first batch that are absent in the second batch,
wherein the differential encoding information further
includes a bit vector having a plurality of bits, each
corresponding to one of the plurality of fingerprints of
the first batch and indicating whether the corresponding
fingerprint is present within the differential encoding
information;

transmitting the differential encoding information to the

target storage system, without transmitting all full fin-
gerprints of the first batch, to allow the target storage
system to determine which of the data chunks of the first
batch are missing at the target storage system, such that
a network bandwidth required to transmit the finger-
prints of the first batch from the source storage system to
the target storage system over the network is reduced;
and

in response to information received from the target storage

system indicating one or more data chunks of the first
batch that are missing at the target storage system, trans-
mitting the missing data chunks to the target storage
system, wherein the target storage system is to recon-
struct the data chunks of the first batch based on the
missing data chunks and the second batch.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the differential encoding
information is used by the target storage system to recover the
fingerprints of the first batch based on fingerprints of the
second batch and the one or more fingerprints that are absent
in the second batch.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the batch ID includes
information identitying a filename of a file previously trans-
mitted to the target storage system and a location within the
file at which the second batch is located.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

selecting a first representative fingerprint amongst the fin-

gerprints of the first batch according to a predetermined
selection criteria; and

comparing the first representative fingerprint with repre-

sentative fingerprints of a plurality of previously trans-
mitted batches maintained by the source storage system
to identify the second batch that is similar to the first
batch.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

generating a first fingerprint sketch based on one or more

fingerprints of the first batch using a predetermined
mathematical function; and

comparing the first fingerprint sketch with first fingerprint

sketches of a plurality of previously transmitted batches
maintained by the source storage system to identify the
second batch that is similar to the first batch.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the plurality of data
chunks represents at least a portion of a first version of a file,
wherein the method further comprises:

identifying a second version of the file that has been pre-

viously transmitted to the target storage;
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determining an offset within the second version of the file

at which the second batch is located; and

transmitting the differential encoding information to the

target storage that includes identifying information
identifying the second version of the file and the offset
that the second batch is located.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

maintaining information concerning versions of the file

within the source storage; and

tracking changes between different versions of the file

within the source storage, wherein the changes of the
versions of the file are used to determine a location of a
similar batch that has been previously sent to the target
storage.

8. A non-transitory machine-readable medium having
instructions stored therein, which when executed by a pro-
cessor, cause the processor to perform a method for replicat-
ing data from a source storage system to a target storage
system over a network, the method comprising:

in response to a list of a plurality of data chunks of a first

batch for replication from the source storage system to
the target storage system over the network, generating a
list of a plurality of fingerprints each corresponding to
one of the plurality of data chunks;

identifying a second batch of a plurality of data chunks that

have been previously transmitted to the target storage
system based on at least a portion of the fingerprints of
the first batch;

generating differential encoding information representing

a difference between fingerprints of the first batch and
fingerprints of the second batch, the differential encod-
ing information including a batch identifier (ID) identi-
fying the second batch and one or more fingerprints of
the first batch that are absent in the second batch,
wherein the differential encoding information further
includes a bit vector having a plurality of bits, each
corresponding to one of the plurality of fingerprints of
the first batch and indicating whether the corresponding
fingerprint is present within the differential encoding
information;

transmitting the differential encoding information to the

target storage system, without transmitting all full fin-
gerprints of the first batch, to allow the target storage
system to determine which of the data chunks are miss-
ing at the target storage system, such that a network
bandwidth required to transmit the fingerprints of the
first batch from the source storage system to the target
storage system over the network is reduced; and

in response to information received from the target storage

system indicating one or more data chunks that are miss-
ing at the target storage system, transmitting the missing
data chunks to the target storage system.

9. The medium of claim 8, wherein the differential encod-
ing information is used by the target storage system to recover
the fingerprints of the first batch based on fingerprints of the
second batch and the one or more fingerprints that are absent
in the second batch.

10. The medium of claim 9, wherein the batch ID includes
information identitying a filename of a file previously trans-
mitted to the target storage system and a location within the
file at which the second batch is located.

11. The medium of claim 8, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

selecting a first representative fingerprint amongst the fin-

gerprints of the first batch according to a predetermined
selection criteria; and
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comparing the first representative fingerprint with repre-
sentative fingerprints of a plurality of previously trans-
mitted batches maintained by the source storage system
to identify the second batch that is similar to the first
batch.

12. The medium of claim 8, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

generating a first fingerprint sketch based on one or more

fingerprints of the first batch using a predetermined
mathematical function; and

comparing the first fingerprint sketch with first fingerprint

sketches of a plurality of previously transmitted batches
maintained by the source storage system to identify the
second batch that is similar to the first batch.

13. The medium of claim 8, wherein the plurality of data
chunks represents at least a portion of a first version of a file,
wherein the method further comprises:

identifying a second version of the file that has been pre-

viously transmitted to the target storage;

determining an offset within the second version of the file

at which the second batch is located; and

transmitting the differential encoding information to the

target storage that includes identifying information
identifying the second version of the file and the offset
that the second batch is located.

14. The medium of claim 13, wherein the method further
comprises:

maintaining information concerning versions of the file

within the source storage; and

tracking changes between different versions of the file

within the source storage, wherein the changes of the
versions of the file are used to determine a location of a
similar batch that has been previously sent to the target
storage.

15. A data processing system, comprising:

a processor; and

a memory coupled to the processor storing instructions,

which when executed by a processor, cause the proces-

sor to

in response to a list of a plurality of fingerprints repre-
senting a plurality of data chunks of a first batch for
replication from the data processing system as a
source storage system to a target storage system over
the network, generate a list of a plurality of finger-
prints each corresponding to one of the plurality of
data chunks,

identify a second batch of a plurality of data chunks that
have been previously transmitted to the target storage
system based on at least a portion of the fingerprints of
the first batch,

generate differential encoding information representing
a difference between fingerprints of the first batch and
the second batch, the differential encoding informa-
tion including a batch identifier (ID) identifying the
second batch and one or more fingerprints that are
absent in the second batch, wherein the differential
encoding information further includes a bit vector
having a plurality of bits, each corresponding to one
of the plurality of fingerprints of the first batch and
indicating whether the corresponding fingerprint is
present within the differential encoding information,

20

25

30

35

45

50

18

transmit the differential encoding information to the
target storage system, without transmitting all full
fingerprints of the first batch, to allow the target stor-
age system to determine which of the data chunks are
missing at the target storage system, such that a net-
work bandwidth required to transmit the fingerprints
of'the first batch from the source storage system to the
target storage system over the network is reduced, and

in response to information received from the target stor-
age system indicating one or more data chunks that
are missing at the target storage system, transmit the
missing data chunks to the target storage system.

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the differential encod-
ing information is used by the target storage system to recover
the fingerprints of the first batch based on fingerprints of the
second batch and the one or more fingerprints that are absent
in the second batch.

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the batch ID includes
information identitying a filename of a file previously trans-
mitted to the target storage system and a location within the
file at which the second batch is located.

18. The system of claim 15, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

selecting a first representative fingerprint amongst the fin-

gerprints of the first batch according to a predetermined
selection criteria; and

comparing the first representative fingerprint with repre-

sentative fingerprints of a plurality of previously trans-
mitted batches maintained by the source storage system
to identify the second batch that is similar to the first
batch.

19. The system of claim 15, wherein identifying a second
batch previously transmitted to the target storage system
comprises:

generating a first fingerprint sketch based on one or more

fingerprints of the first batch using a predetermined
mathematical function; and

comparing the first fingerprint sketch with first fingerprint

sketches of a plurality of previously transmitted batches
maintained by the source storage system to identify the
second batch that is similar to the first batch.

20. The system of claim 15, wherein the plurality of data
chunks represents at least a portion of a first version of a file,
wherein the method further comprises:

identifying a second version of the file that has been pre-

viously transmitted to the target storage;

determining an offset within the second version of the file

at which the second batch is located; and

transmitting the differential encoding information to the

target storage that includes identifying information
identifying the second version of the file and the offset
that the second batch is located.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the processor is to

maintain information concerning versions of the file within

the source storage, and track changes between different
versions of the file within the source storage, wherein the
changes of the versions of the file are used to determine
alocation of a similar batch that has been previously sent
to the target storage.
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